Hello,

My first two days at Friday Harbor have been very exciting. It is beautiful, green , spacious, laid back, quiet (except for the bobcat in front of our cabin at the moment), and basically unreal on all levels. 

The first person I met was Kathryn, another member of my crew that flew into Seattle early and stayed the night at my home. My housemates were wonderful enough to entertain her and send me on my way all in the same night. 

Kathryn and I met the other members of Beam Reach at the Seattle Aquarium on Saturday morning, for an eye-opening experience. The aquarium was much bigger than I had first anticipated and includes a neat exhibit that was designed by researchers from Friday Harbor Labs to educate the general public about how whales compare to humans in both anatomically and socially. There is also a sonar display where you can compare the different sounds of several animals, boats, harbors, and even create your own sound. We went to the back where a hydrophone picks up and records sonar of downtown Seattle. The port is notoriously noisy and (not surprisingly) the orca resident pod has not really been seen in the port for a long time. 

Kathryn is a shy yet very entertaining undergrad at Atlantic Ocean College, which apparently has 300 students and a “design your own concentration” with a major in human ecology. Horace is a second year at UC Davis majoring in Animal Behavioral Science who squeals in fear of the giant banana slugs that appear EVERYWHERE in this damp, green place. We went for a short hike before the sun set yesterday to start exploring the vast preserved (yet well trailed) forest just north of campus and the poor guy was very jumpy and uncomfortable almost the whole time. Finally, there is Nora, who is very excited to be the oldest student on the trip and just returned from an extended teaching stay in Japan. She is a very sweet person with a few quirks that might get old, but I am working on my patience as well as taking advantage of silence when it is present. 

The sun and rain have been taking turns on and off as seemingly regular as the ferry schedule since I’ve been here. I was able to find a friend from Seattle and make a trip to the quaint town of Friday Harbor last night. A brewing storm kept us from rowing to town, but the 20 minute walk was nice in the brisk evening air. I found myself at a table with peers that make jokes about the bacterium on a subspecies of jellyfish and while everyone else laughed I would try to figure out what they were even talking about. The “labbies” as the locals call them are very happy in this small niche and generally love the work that they are doing. Maybe I will gather some more information about their experiments and eventually get their jokes and think that they are funny. 

Today we ventured to Lime Kiln State Park, also known as Whale Watch State Park. One of the signs says that on any given day in the summer, there is a 30% chance of seeing a whale on that day. We were able to spot a few sea lions bobbing around and quite a number of sailboats, but no orcas. We were briefed by Scott Viers and Jason (who are two of the instructors for the program) on various types of sonar data analysis programs and listened to recorded orca calls. Much like my underc project, we were sent out to the rocks to think of questions about the whales and ecosystem in general. Of course, my questions spun in circles towards hydropower impacts, the logistics of developing marine protected areas, and wondering where the San Francisco sea lions are now....

The dining hall staff seems wonderful and very organized. I am impressed by the accommodations (and patience) that they seem to have for strange allergies and food preferences. Although I was concerned about my preference to not eat or smell seafood, I seem like a champ when I take into account that Nora has wheat, glutin allergies and is lactose intolerant. At least she’s not also a vegetarian (like most of the other students).

There are three student programs based around research that are currently running. I haven’t quite figured out what each of them do on a daily basis, but I’m not sure the other students are certain of that either. Some deal with genomics and gene mapping while I believe others are doing invertebrate behavior studies...? More will come from that as I start to figure out what latin names that they are casually throwing around actually mean. Maybe I will ask for a picture or a lab tour to help.

Oh, and the housing! So, there are four students in my Beam Reach crew, 3 are female. We are set up in this two bed, two bath, living room, full kitchen (even though they feed us), and deck duplex. I’m not sure anyone lives on the other side of us yet, but we are totally spoiled. Our classroom will basically be our living room while we are here, and Scott brought the Beam Reach library over to the desk this morning. Although I haven’t toured all of the cabins and cottages, I have a feeling the duplexes are top of the line. The realtor in me is dying to go in everywhere and compare the lot value of each building. I believe I am currently at the top of the market, so to speak. 

The sad yet very joyous part was bringing Harace to his dorm room. Literally all of the other students are stacked on top of each other with one window and two lights in their twin bedrooms. His whole room, shared with another person is half the size of my single bedroom (queen bed included). I am spoiled and greatly appreciate it. I would not be as happy with a dorm at the moment. Plus, we are only here for three weeks to start, and everyone else is here for the full 10. I have no idea how we pulled it off, but Beam Reach seems to be the envy of everyone else.

(Dan, this is our secret)

It seems that most of the homework is going to be reading scholar papers about various marine/ecosystem topics, which should be really good for me. My peers seem very dilegent and want to go home shortly after dinner to read 60 pages of material. They must not realize that there is plenty of time to read when it gets dark. You're supposed to go for a bike ride while it is still light out. Geez. It feels like summer camp for big kids only it's not really warm enough to go swimming. I will try my luck with the cold water yet.....just wait. 
Take care! Enjoy the day!!
~Libby
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