Research Proposal Rubric

Proposal Author: _______________  
Proposal Grader: _______________  

A good research proposal usually has the following key components: a title and by-line; reference to relevant literature; a statement of the problem or question you are addressing; and a description of the methods that will help answer the problem.  This rubric illuminates the standards that are expected for each component or your proposal.

	TITLE AND BY-LINE

	1. The title is concise, meaningful, and without errors.

	2. The by-line includes the required information without errors (author’s name and contact information).

	Comments and suggestions:



	LITERATURE REVIEW

	1. The literature review concisely summarizes the current research related to the topic.

	2. The literature review helps the audience understand the investigation.

	3. The citations in the literature review are in an appropriate format.

	Comments and suggestions:

	PROBLEM STATEMENT

	1. The problem statement briefly states why the experiment is worthwhile.

	2. The problem statement includes a brief summary of the applicable information from the literature review.

	3. The problem statement ends with a question that is the focus of the experiment.

	Comments and suggestions:

	EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN or METHODS

	1. The expected outcomes and/or hypotheses are specified along with tests to determine which are correct.

	2. The procedure describes the exact steps needed to conduct the experiment (numbered, or at least in sequence).

	3. The procedure explains what will be measured and how the results will help discriminate between expected outcomes and/or hypotheses.

	4. Methods are connected to past efforts of other investigators.

	5. Key equipment and supplies are described.

	Comments and suggestions:

	General

	1. The proposal is fully descriptive (who, what, where, when, why, and how).

	2. Figures, graphs, or schematics are utilized when a verbal description would be cumbersome.

	Comments and suggestions:


Here’s how points will be distributed and assigned to each section, for each draft and evaluation:

	
	Points

	Proposal section
	Rough
	Final

	Title
	5
	3

	Literature review
	14
	11

	Problem statement
	14
	11

	Experimental design
	N/A
	15

	General
	7
	5

	Total
	40
	45


