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100 meters vs 200 meters

Currently, Be Whale Wise regulations state that everyone must watch from the side, staying at least 100 yards away.  This is to ensure that the general public can enjoy the whales without disturbing them.  However, science shows that whales turn away from boats that block them (footnote Williams) and splash more when boats are nearby (footnote Dawn).
NOAA proposes to double the viewing distance.  To demonstrate the differences, we placed a fake life-size dorsal fin of a famous whale in front of a lighthouse.  From our boat, we took a picture at both distances from the fin.  Camera zoom was adjusted enough so that the picture would look the same as if watching with the naked eye.
100 meters

Picture at 100m, from Beam Reach camera
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Picture at 200m, from Beam Reach camera
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The dorsal fin can still be clearly seen in both photos, even on a cloudy day such as this.  We think that whale watching can still be enjoyed even at a greater distance.  Why not use binoculars?
Not only boat presence, but boat noise, can cause whales to change behaviors.  Science shows that whales speak louder near noisier boats (footnote Marla Holt).  At 200 meters, noise from whale watching vessels will much quieter than at 100 meters, posing less of an irritation towards the whales.

Listen for yourself, by clicking the pictures below.  To compare the noise levels, we recorded a power boat 100 and 200 meters away going 15 knots.  Be sure to turn your volume up the highest it can get.  Oh, and imagine listening to it for hours.

Link with picture of 200m away with sound file

Link with picture of 100m away with sound file

How do you feel afterwards?  If you were a whale or other marine mammal, you would not be pleased.

