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Potential Research Questions:

1. Can individuals be identified acoustically?

2. When mothers and calves separate, who initiates the reunion? And do mothers and calves communicate while separated?

Bowels et al. 1988

3.Does calf proximity to mother vary with location?

4. In what context are stereotyped whistles used?

Riesch et al.2006
5. Considering the current salmon runs, do whales spend more time in areas where salmon are more abundant?  Basically, how are the whales dispersed through their environment and is this related to the location of other whales, according to prey, etc.?

Nichol and Shackelton 1996

Au et al. 2004



I’m interested in the great concept of matrilineal social bonds, prolonged period of calf development, and the potential for social learning among animals...I’m still trying to think of a more specific (and testable) question to address my interests as well as be feasible for this project.

