Courtney Kneipp

10 Steps to studying calf vocalizations

1. Deploy ears and hook it up to morantx recorder (ear phones or speakers if desired)

2. Get out data sheet to record sighting data and recorder start and end times

3. Identify pods and calves within visible vicinity 

4. Pick mom/calf pair closest to the boat ( in other words, no obstruction i.e. boat, other whales etc.)

5. Collect bearings and time sighted on that calf until lose sight of or have better opportunity with another calf

6. If specific calf not identifiable, list other identifiable whales that may be part of pod i.e. J1, J2 etc.  

7. If pod and or calf unknown, collect a few samples on that calf but then can stop

8. Be sure to write down recorder file # if close to recorder, otherwise, write down time down to the second

9. In notes section of data sheet, behaviors, interesting sounds, or good localization opportunity. (see previous data sheets for examples) 

10. What do I mean by good localization opportunity? If have a very clear bearing on calf and no other whales are really close by and hear a very distinctive, interesting or single call, record the seconds on recorder file so that I can jump right to the important stuff for that file number. (in other words, an opportunity that may be easy to localize!)
11.  Have fun and enjoy babysitting! 

PS!!!! Photo Id’s and video are always a great extra bonus! Just record on data sheet picture # on camera or video time on video recorder so that I can go back and watch or check for Ids. 

